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This guide is designed to assist British language teachers in organizing language lessons to offer
opportunities for real communication and lively interaction while maintaining a reasonable working
atmosphere for both pupils and teachers. The guide suggests ways to avoid creating unnecessary
problems, respond constructively to classroom problems that do arise, and reduce the need for
overtly imposed control. The first section offers help in anticipating the effect of a given activity,
recommending that teachers ask whether: (1) the activity has the result of stirring up or settling
the class; and (2) in what ways it involves the learner, mentally and physically. Some insights into
the relationship between student involvement and behavior are offered. The second section
provides specific techniques for adjusting an activity to provide the same linguistic experience
while creating a different mood in the classroom, including changing the behavior of an individual
student, increasing actual class occupation, and increasing mental engagement. The third section
discusses adjustments in the sequence of activities to: (1) start a lesson in a way that calms
students; (2) place lively work between calm phases; and (3) improve management of longer
lessons. Some final, general comments on class management are also offered. (MSE)
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